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Do you ever wonder why God calls you to a specific place or time? What is his purpose what does it mean? 

As a follower of Jesus Christ whose resurrection we celebrate today, I believe that in the greater scheme of 

things that I do not go unnoticed by God. Something I experienced two weeks ago brought me to this very 

moment so I could share with you something so simple yet so profound that it has been on my mind since 

that day. 

I was at the children’s Mass two weeks ago with Father Chris. I don’t serve at that Mass very often for a 

number of reasons that aren’t really important, but I think the Holy Spirit had a message for me that day. 

As most of you may know Fr Chris likes to bring up the children during the consecration of the Eucharistic. 

It’s his way of drawing the children into the sacredness of this most holy part of the Mass. It focuses them 

on what’s happening on the altar at that moment and teaches them to be an active part of the Mass. It teaches 

them that their participation has as much meaning as it has for the grownups. It’s not only a great teaching 

moment for the kids but it’s also a joy for the parents who see their children being an active part of our 

Catholic Community. 

So on this particular Sunday there was a little girl standing next to me on the altar and obviously she hadn’t 

been to this Mass before and as Fr Chris began the Eucharistic Prayers she throws her hands up in the air 

and says out loud. “What are we doing here?  As I shushed her Fr Chris turned to look but didn’t say 

anything and then she says, “why are we up here”? Now Fr Chris turned again but this time he very quietly 

shushed her as well. As Fr Chris raised the host and the bells rang little miss curious was not quite satisfied 

and said “what’s that noise” referring to the bells ringing.  

Now it was time to satisfy her curiosity even just a little so I knelt down beside and whispered to her as 

gently as I could, “this is the holiest part of the Mass when Jesus is on the altar and we need to be quiet”. 

Not the most satisfying or complete answer but it was enough for her to understand that this was not time 

for her questions.  
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I didn’t see her after Mass but I hope she was still curious enough to ask someone for an explanation. 

So why do I tell you this? How many of us actually ask this question? “What are we doing here”. I asked 

myself this question very late in my life and though I still have many questions myself there are many 

reasons that compel me to not only be here but to share with all of you some of the things I have learned 

thus far. 

Jesus, the son of God, for the glory of God the Father became man to redeem our souls, so we celebrate 

Easter as a victory because when Jesus rose from the dead he conquered the enemy, he conquered death 

itself. His resurrection opened the gates of heaven so that we can share in eternal life with our Father in 

Heaven. The same Father who’s will he obeyed when he suffered and died for us. 

To truly understand the glory of his resurrection you have to first meditate on his life and death, and that is 

the reason that lent is so significant to our understanding of our faith. We begin lent with Ash Wednesday 

for the purpose of humbling ourselves. The ashes represent our beginning and our end. They remind us of 

our unworthiness and affirm that we are a creation of God and only here because God willed it. 

To prepare for the future we cannot forget the past. If we erase the past then we are doomed to repeat our 

mistakes over and over. Jesus took upon himself the sins of the world so that we can be redeemed. As the 

Son of God there was no greater sacrifice that he could have made for us. 

He established His Church on that night that we remember as Holy Thursday, so that we can be fed by the 

word of God and to be nourished by the Eucharist. The Church is our safeguard against the evil in the world. 

We are his church! It is only fitting that as one body we commemorate the great sacrifice that was given 

for us by the head of our Church. 

The glory of the Easter celebration must be proceeded by his Passion and death.  
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My wife and I watched “The Passion of the Christ” a couple of nights ago and though some critics of the 

movie say the violence of the movie was overdone, Mel Gibson claims it may have been understated. 

Regardless of how many times you may have seen it is always difficult to watch. 

In a few short days Jesus accomplished so much. He humbled himself by washing the feet of the apostles. 

He established his priesthood for all time through the apostles. He gave us the Eucharist as nourishment for 

our souls and agonized in the garden before being arrested, tortured, beaten and humiliated, and if that 

weren’t enough, he carried his own cross to calvary. 

His first act as our savior was to descend into hell to bring to the Father all the souls of those that had waited 

for his coming. 

Bishop Baron wrote and I quote, 

Friends, Christ acts as an advocate for our souls through the cosmos-reorienting events of his death and 

Resurrection, the forging of a connection between heaven and earth. Our brother who walked the same 

ground and breathed the same air is now seated at the right hand of the Father. Now, in his heavenly 

advocacy, we find extraordinary hope. 

End of quote. 

Think about this for a moment when we pray, we always start with a dedication to our God. These simple 

sixteen words are telling God that our prayers or our celebration of the mass is dedicated “In the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen”. As Jesus did all things for the Father so should 

we offer our lives to God in gratitude for all he has done for us. 

In the forty days following his resurrection, before his ascension, Jesus appeared to many of his disciples, 

they rejoiced at his appearance. When he died their spirits were crushed, they didn’t understand what just 

happened. So, he rose from the dead to dispel the darkness of their souls. Easter is not finished on one single 

day of the year it a celebration that lasts until Pentecost.  
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At the beginning of my homily, I told you about the little girl who asked “What are we doing up here?”. 

To answer your question little girl, this is what we’re doing here. Rejoice my brothers and sisters. Rejoice! 

“For God so loved the world that he gave* his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not 

perish but might have eternal life.”  
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